
riverfront.org

RIVERFRONT
RECAPTURE

2023 ANNUAL REPORT



2

We connect 
people with the 
Connecticut River.
Riverfront Recapture is a nonprofit organization founded 
in 1981. We manage, maintain, and operate four riverfront 
parks and their connected riverwalks and trails. Our 
mission is to connect people with the Connecticut River. 
Here’s a snapshot of how we connected people in 2023. 

PARK
VISITORS

803,866
BOATS
LAUNCHED

2,127
VOLUNTEERS

1,153
ROWING 
ATTENDANCE

28,625

SPORTS LEAGUE
PARTICIPANTS

2,300
FITNESS CLASS
ATTENDEES

1,338
FREE PUBLIC EVENTS

149
NEW PARK 
TOUR ATTENDEES

240

HARTFORD TRAIL 
USAGE, AUGUST

 28,427 
EAST HARTFORD TRAIL 
USAGE, MAY

 14,693
IRISH ROAD BOWLERS

200
HEAD OF THE 
RIVERFRONT ATHLETES

5,100

Dragon Boat Attendance

4377

Dragon Boat Race Practices Attendees

2658

Head of the Riverfront Attendance

12000

Toured Furture Park

200

Volleyball League

1660
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In 2023, we encountered both significant milestones and formidable challenges, and 
your unwavering support proved instrumental in our achievements and triumphs. 
Thanks to you, we welcomed an impressive 803,866 visitors to our parks, from the 
region and beyond.

Your gifts allowed us to host an exciting slate of free public events and programs and 
provide free rowing programs to Hartford and East Hartford youth. Your contributions 
helped us to overcome serious challenges posed by a tumultuous year of weather, 
allowing us to maintain and operate clean, safe, and welcoming parks. Thank you so 
much for making all of this possible. We are so grateful to each of you for your invaluable 
role in making our parks accessible havens for visitors from the region and beyond. 

This organization was founded in 1981 to develop a comprehensive plan to reunite 
Hartford with its riverfront. In 2024, our 44th year, that work continues with even more 
profound meaning and significance. Over 20 projects are underway in our parks, from 
accessible fishing piers in Great River Park to expanded docks in Riverside Park. 

While each of these projects is essential to our mission to connect people with the 
Connecticut River, our biggest project will transform over 60 acres of previously 
inaccessible riverfront land into a park for the community connected to Riverside Park 
by the Joe Marfuggi Riverwalk. The photo on pages four and five show the land as it is, 
which will be transformed into a park for you, for the neighborhood, for teenagers, for 
families, for everyone. A master plan for the future park is in the works, guided by your 
input and feedback, which we genuinely appreciate and value. We can’t wait to share it 
with you and hope you’ll share your thoughts with us if you haven’t already.

Once again, we extend our heartfelt thanks for your steadfast commitment to our work. 
None of this would be possible without your generosity, the investment of our sponsors, 
and the work of our staff, board, and volunteers. We invite you to join us by the river and 
see what your involvement means to us. Your support has created a community in our 
parks, and connected so many people with the Connecticut River.

Thank you! 

Harold M. Blinderman  
Board Chair  

Michael Zaleski 
President & CEO
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Corporate, Foundation, and 
Government Support
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$250,000+
Connecticut Department of Economic and          
   Community Development 
The Metropolitan District

$100,000-$249,999
City of Hartford
Travelers

$50,000-$99,999
Capital Region Development Authority
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
Greater Hartford Arts Council
Hartford Foundation for Public Giving
Hartford HealthCare
The Ilsababy Foundation
United States Department of Housing 
  and Urban Development

$25,000-$49,999
Bank of America
The Benevity Community Impact Fund
Burton & Phyllis Hoffman Foundation
The John G. Martin Foundation
Sound Guyz
Town of East Hartford
The Vandeventer Foundation

$10,000-$24,999
Connecticut Department of Energy & Environmental  
   Protection 
Connecticut Urban Forest Council
dfx Entertainment LLC
Foxwoods Resort Casino
The Hartford Financial Services Group
Hartford Steam Boiler
LAZ Parking
Lincoln Financial Foundation
LPL Financial
Mohegan Sun
William and Alice Mortensen Foundation
The HB Nitkin Group
C. Henry and Mary E.G. Olmsted Fund at the   
   Hartford Foundation for Public Giving
T. Rowe Price Program for Charitable Giving
UBS Financial Services

$5,000-$9,999
All Waste Inc.
CVS Health/Aetna Foundation
Day Pitney LLP
Gilbane Building Company
Global Atlantic Financial Group
George A. & Grace L. Long Foundation, Bank of   
   America, N.A., Trustee
Nassau
PeoplesBank
Pratt & Whitney
The Evelyn W. Preston Memorial Trust Fund, Bank of  
   America, N.A., Trustee
RBC Wealth Management
Charles Nelson Robinson Fund, 
   Bank of America, N.A., Trustee
Schwab Charitable Fund
Shelbourne Global
Swiss Re Foundation
Talcott Financial Group
Updike, Kelly & Spellacy
Webster Bank

$2,500-$4,999
Ahearn Family Foundation
American Eagle Financial Credit Union
Cap Specialty
Commonwealth Charitable Fund
Connecticut Department of Public Health
Grunberg Realty
Hartford Marriott Downtown
Keney Park Sustainability Project
Marcus Communications
M&T Bank
Price Chopper Supermarkets
RMS Companies
Robinson + Cole
United States Environmental Protection Agency
Town of Windsor
Voya Financial Inc.
WEX

Corporate, foundation, and government funding is essential to Riverfront Recapture. Their 
investment in our day-to-day operations to ensure our parks are open and accessible year-round, 
as well as arts and culture, youth enrichment, health and fitness is much appreciated. Government 
support in particular also provides valuable resources for park development as we strive to improve 
and expand our parks.
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$1,000-$2,499
Atlas Metal Works
William O. & Carole P. Bailey 
   Family Foundation
Bear’s Restaurant Group
Bloom Bake Shop
Cetera Advisors LLC
CG Management
DORO Restaurant Group
El Gallo y El Coqui
ESPN
Fuss & O’Neill Inc.
Goodwin University
Horst Engineering & Manufacturing
Jacobs Financial Partners
JKRP Architects
Johndrow Wealth Management LLC
Law Offices of Cindy J. Karlson LLC
The Larsen Fund Inc.
Liberty Bank
Merrill Lynch
Morgan Stanley
Mullaney, Keating & Wright
National Financial Services
Perfect Poundcakes
RastaRantExperience
Raymond James
RTX
Sorenson-Pearson Family Foundation  
   Inc.
The Statement Group
Tavern at Keney Park
United Way of Central and    
   Northeastern Connecticut
USI Insurance
Vanguard Charitable Endowment   
   Program
Harold L. Wyman Foundation
Zachs Family Foundation

Under $1,000
AmazonSmile Foundation
Bank of America Charitable Gift Fund
Law Offices of Bruce E. Bergman
BioSafe Systems LLC
Bright Funds
Burns & McDonnell Foundation   
   Matching Gifts Fund/Greater Horizons 
Capitol Region Council of Governments
Carmon Community Funeral Homes
Cigna
Coca-Cola Bottling Company
Connecticut Convention Center
Cowdery, Murphy, Dannehy & Healy
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Crest Mechanical
CVS Health Charity Program
Drink Mechanics/State House  
   Distilling Co.
Facebook
Federated Garden Clubs of CT Inc.
Gartner Inc.
Marion and Ellsworth Grant Fund  
   at the Hartford Foundation for 
   Public Giving
Hanging Hills Brewing Co.
Hargreaves Jones
Hartford Community Loan Fund
Hartford Flavor Company
Hartford Police Union
Hartford Public Library
Heritage Printers
Thomas Hooker Brewing   
   Company
Hospital for Special Care
Ironwood Landscaping
Ironworkers Local Union #15
Jewish Community Foundation of  
   Greater Washington
JoCal Construction Co. Inc.
Lighting Affiliates Ltd.
Lumi Hospitality
Marsh
McDowell Communications Group
Metal Industries
North Atlantic States Carpenters     
   Labor-Management Program
Prudential Financial
Publicis-New York
Real Art Ways
Renaissance Charitable   
   Foundation
The Rhode Island Foundation
Roggi’s Auto Service

Saint Brigid Church Ladies Guild
Savage Pianos
Olcott and Lucy Smith Foundation
Stantec
Taste of the Caribbean Arts and  
   Culture
Trinity Health of New England
Trio Properties
Trust for Public Land
UnitedHealthcare
Voya Foundation
Whiting-Turner Contracting   
   Company

Matching Gifts
Special thanks to the companies 
who provided matching gifts – and 
to the employees who inspired and 
requested those gifts:

Bank of America
The Benevity Community Impact  
   Fund
Bright Funds
Burns & McDonnell Foundation  
   Matching Gifts Fund/Greater  
   Horizons
Cigna
CVS Health Charity Program
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
Gartner Inc.
Gilbane Building Co.
The Hartford Financial Services  
   Group
Hartford Steam Boiler
Lincoln Financial Foundation
Prudential Financial
Publicis-New York
RBC Wealth Management

RTX
Travelers
UnitedHealthcare
Voya Financial Inc.

In-Kind Gifts
Contributed goods and services 
provide essential support for many 
Riverfront activities. We thank the 
following donors:

Bear’s Restaurant Group
Bloom Bake Shop
Coca-Cola Bottling Company
DORO Restaurant Group
Drink Mechanics/State House  
   Distilling Co.
El Gallo y El Coqui
ESPN
David Guadliana
Hanging Hills Brewing Co.
Hartford Flavor Company
Hartford Marriott Downtown
Heritage Printers
Thomas Hooker Brewing Company
Law Offices of Cindy J. Karlson LLC
Marcus Communications
Metal Industries
Perfect Poundcakes
RastaRantExperience
Savage Pianos
Sound Guyz
The Statement Group
Tavern at Keney Park
Updike Kelly & Spellacy
Zoppa Studios
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Your donation is essential to our work to connect people with the Connecticut River. We appreciate 
your advocacy that ensures local and regional access to blue and green space. Your contribution 
helped to provide quality parks, events, and river experiences for the 803,866 people who visited 
our parks in 2023. 

Individual Donors



riverfront.org

$25,000+
The Hoffman Family
Janice & David Klein

$10,000-$14,999
Sondra Beit
Marguerite Boslaugh & David Guadliana
Mary & Edward Budd
Barry Lastra
Marjorie Morrissey
Thomas F. Mullaney, Jr.
Mike Puckly & Chris Cadiz
David R. Robb
Paul J. Volpe

$5,000-$9,999 
Diana & Bob Annon
Kim & Chris Byrd
Ranjana & Surendra Chawla
Mary Ellen & Tom Cody
Linda R. Cromwell
Paul Eddy & Elizabeth Normen
Susan & Joel Freedman
Matthew & Barbara Hennessy
Dave P. Jenkins
Gail & Chris Johnson
Carle & Larry Mowell
Patty Pittman
Ken & Mary Pouch
Chrissie & Ezra Ripple
L. Everett Seyler, Jr., M.D.

$2,500-$4,999
Harold Blinderman & Wanda Schulman
Kathleen Cassidy
Peter & Jeanette Christian
Susan & Brian Clemow
Matthew & Elizabeth Dreier
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Morse
Lori Mullaney
The Sali Riege Estate
Art Snyder
Matt & Lois Weady
Michael & Kerry Zaleski

$1,000-$2,499
Greg Adams
Susan M. Adams & John Czepiel
Anonymous (1)
Anonymous (1)
Deborah Baker
Brian Baranowski
David Barrett
Connie Bird & Susan Rapport

Philip E. Brencher, Jr.
The Buhler Family
Elizabeth Burt
John & Marla Byrnes
Lynne & Austin Carey
Lindsay Castonguay Hany
Bob Clark
Anne Cody
Martha & Michael Conneely
Rick & Beth Costello
David Crockett
Eric & Megan Cushman
Lois A. Dailey
Carol Davis
Clare & Christopher Dowd
Beth & Phil Ferrari
Jerry Fiske
Donna P. Frank
Carole Bailey French
Mark Gagnon
Giulia Giovanelli
Gretchen Gregg
Christopher R. Hayes
Susan Hays
Angie & David Hein
Samuel & Marcia Hinckley
Jeffrey & Nancy Hoffman
Kenneth D. Johnson
Doug Kelley
Diane W. Korntheuer & Peter C. Grzybala
Christopher Larsen
Sandra A. Lee
Kathy Lilley
Brendan Lynch
Sharon Mitchell
Linda & Bichop Nawrot
Jennifer & Marc Nicol
Ashley R. Sauvé
Philomena Sawyer
Amanda Scherzer
Thomas Senuta & Helen Davenport Senuta
Ashley K. Shepard
Joe L. Stanford III
Himali Stoccatore
Tom & Dougie Trumble
Ted Tucci & Nancy Hronek
Bill Veronesi & Barbara Walden
Beth E. Weber
The Zoppa Family

Cover: Sunset view of Mortensen Riverfront Plaza; p. 3: Riverfront 
Dragon Boat & Asian Festival; p. 4-5: Aerial view of future park

Names in bold indicate members of our Founders’ Society, bold italics indicate new members. † indicates that the donor is deceased.
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$500-$999
Paul N. Belval
Deborah Brown
Carlene Dahill Bush
Anonymous (1)
Mr. & Mrs. James S. Carter
Samantha Castillo-Davis
Celia Collins
Julio Concepción
Barbara O. David
John & Melinda Decker
Martha A. Erickson
Lynn Ferrari & Virginia Seeley
Kristin Beth Ferris
Catherine Flanders
Joan Gentile
Mr. & Mrs. Robert B. Goode
John Hanson
Michael & Dianne Harnad
Brian Harvey & Sherry Manetta
Kimball & Dorothy Hunt
Al Ilg
Stephanie A. Johnson
Joan M. Karpuk
Cindy & David Kindt
Darcy Kirk
Eric Kjelberg
Joanne Lawson
Thomas Lips
Sue & Scott Pape
Agnes & Billy Peelle
Michelle Personick
Thomas D. Policelli
Jo-Anne Rankin & John Williams
Matthew Reinhardt
Laura & John Roche
Eric & Pam Rosow
Chris Rowlins
Roberta Roy
Sara-Beth Sidla
Helen & Nelson Sly
Tyler Smith & Lyn Walker
Duncan Somerville
Sam & Donna Stout
Elizabeth M. Swift
Sally & Allan Taylor
Richard Thibodeau & Sandra Fry
Brian Wendry
Gail & Robert West
Magrieta & Sherwood Willard

$250-$499
Janibel Baez
Dominick Baraiolo
Ralph Blanchard
Jim Bowers & Becky Swanson- 
   Bowers
Jim & Beverly Boyle
Francis & Mary Brady
Elissa Brauman
Rana Brown
Robert & Elizabeth Bush
Evan & Jennnifer Cadoff
Janet Castricum
Nanette Char & Harris Lifshitz
Chinenye Claytor
Richard & Ann Cohen
Carol & Tim Covello
Kevin Crosby
Don Currey
Joe & Carolyn Dawkins
Philip & Mary-Alice Dennehy
Kathleen & William Donlin
Johanna & Timothy Dunlavey
Diane Ellsworth
Steve & Martha Erickson
Karen Fitzgerald
Dan Frey
James & Laura Friedman
Carol A. Gale & Debra J. Horn
John Q. & Tracy Gale
Suzanne Gates
Jim & Susan Gleason
Blanche & Steven Goldenberg
Liahna Gonda-King & 
   Thomas Bennett
Kevin Gough & Paula Jones
Libby & Noel Graham
Arnold Greenberg
Margaret Griffin
Kate & Kevin Gruber
Laura & Mark Guerrera
Ajilli Hardy
Marcia Hincks
Susan Hoffnagle
Cynthia Huge
Richard & Beverly Hughes
David & Sharon Jepson
Denise D. Jernigan
Loftus & Charbra Jestin
Brooks & Carol Lee Joslin
Aiden Keegan
Daniel R. Kingman
Jennifer Klau
Lee G. Kuckro
Courtney & John C. Larkin
Marcia A. Lattimore
Carolyn Lind

Adlyn & Ted Loewenthal
Jarad & Michele Lucan
Virginia Riggs Lyons
Cynthia K. MacKay
Nancy Macy & Robert Painter
Joanne & David Marriott
David Marzilli
Trish & Mike McCauley
Kim K.V. McClain & Brian R. Smith
Katherine & Patrick McCormack
Laura McIntyre
Greg Miles
Mary Ellen Miles
Thomas & Marlee Mooney
Roberta Murphy
Jacqueline Nadal
Katharine E. Newell
John Nulsen, M.D.
Robin & Rich Pearson
Liane R. Piehl
Brie Quinby & Evan Cowles
Ben Reder & Sarah MeInitsky Reder
Adam Reynolds
Ellen Robinson & Jim Condren
Drs. Sally Rosenberg & Edward  
   Rosenblatt
Mark & Pamela Roth
Mary T. Sargent
Mona Scully-Smith & Paul Smith
Ted & Ellen See
Jonathan & Beverly Seymour
Pat & Jane Sheehan
Camille & Robert Simpson
Larry & Ellen Siuta
Joyce L. Smith
Alan & Roz Spier
Sharon & Mike Spinelli
Cheryl Stephenson
Fred Storey
Lisa & John Stout
Judy Strong
Sebastian & Dr. Nancy E. Testa
George M. Thomson
Rene A. Twarkins
Josye Utick & Andrew Diaz-Matos
Betsy Vandeventer
Loretta Waldman
Ted Whittemore
Felicia Wilion & Jay Frankel
Joe & Susan Wilson
Robert Yohe, Jr.
Brendan Zielinski

Names in bold indicate members of our Founders’ Society, bold italics indicate new members. † indicates that the donor is deceased.
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$100-$249
MJ Agostini
Len & Vicki Albert
Mr. & Mrs. J. Jeffrey Alquist
Kate Hayden & David Ames
Anonymous (2)
Andy Asensio
Claudette Azevedo
Craig Bailey
Richard & Zenta Barger
Dr. & Mrs. David Barnett
Elizabeth Collins Barton
Ellen & Randy Below
Peter & Adriane Beller 
Michelle Berlinghoff
Len & Deb Bieringer
Honey & Harry Birkenruth
Eleanor W. Blake
Louise Blalock
Michael & Suzanne Bocchini
Gerald Boisvert
Jamie Brätt
Daniel & Nannie Brown
Peter & Elizabeth Brzezicki
Arlene & John Buckey
Evan Buhler
Priscilla S. Burnham
Patrice & Robert† Calnen
Tara Cantor
Brett Capshaw
David & Nancy Carlson
John & Linda Carmon
Constance Carpenter
Calista Carrignan
Jane & Ted Carroll
Michael Ceccorulli
Adam & Cindy Cohen
Jacquelyn T. Coleman & 
   Charles V. Agnano
Kate M. Coley
Roy Collins III & 
   Gaylynn Moore-Collins
Sue Collins
Cynthia Considine
Wendell & Susan Coogan
Bridget Cooke
Deborah Copes & Steven L Smith
Dr. David Crombie
James Cross
Elizabeth Curry
Mary Lou & Jim Dahmer
Eric D. Daniels & Patricia   
   Campanella
Franca L. DeRosa
Jennifer & Marc DiBella
Dr. Bob & Debbie Dodenhoff
Paula Dorn

Diane & Paul Duva
David Eisenthal
Kirstin Etela
David & Verna Feist
Jean & Michael Festa
Marilyn W. Fetzer
Daniel & Joan Fine
Brian W. Fischer
Dan FitzMaurice
Catherine Flavin-McDonald
Tom Foley
Marcia Formica
Beth & Joe Fox
John A. Frazier, M.D.
Tim & Roxane Fromson
Ann Fry
Denise & Rick Garrey
Robert Garrey
Margie Girardi-Telech & 
   Bill Telech
Kent & Penny Goetjen
Mary-Caryl Goff
Toni Gold
Francine Gordon
Frederick Gordon
Christine & Darren Gottesmann
Sal & Kris Greco
Larry & Jean Haberman
David & Sara Hadden
Frank Hagaman
Laura Harris
Richard D. Harris
Bill & Karen Harrison
Claudia Hart
Ian & Traci Hazelton
Donna Lynn & Jay Hilton
Dana Himes
Barnaby Horton & Hannah   
   Granfield-Horton
Susan Huntington
Aaron & Deb Jainchill
Joanne A. James
Mark W. Jay & Karen Pakula
Coralee Jones
John Karrer
Thomas Keegan
Richard & Donna Kehoe
Betty & Bill Keister
Jack Kennedy
Madeleine B. Kenny
Ann & Pat Kenny
Judith & Richard Keppelman
Bill Keyt
Christopher Kilborn
Joel M. & Naomi Baline Kleinman
Dr. & Mrs. Bernard Kosto
Eric Kriebel

 

Founders‘ Society
Our Founders’ Society members – 199 
in 2023 – show their faith in Riverfront, 
through their 10 or more years of 
consecutive donations. Their dedicated 
annual donations demonstrate their 
commitment to ensuring access to the 
Connecticut River through Riverfront’s 
parks. We thank all of these donors, who 
are identified in bold in this Annual Report, 
for your dedication to the community, 
and for encouraging others to follow your 
example.

We welcome and thank the following who 
became new Founders’ Society members in 
2023:

Johanna & Timothy Dunlavey
Susan & Joel Freedman
Lewis Ben Lau
The Montross Family
Bill & Mary Talbot

Mainstay
Mainstay donors engage in convenient 
monthly giving as a means to increase their 
impact with larger contributions than a 
one-time annual gift. Their contributions 
add up throughout the year, helping 
Riverfront in its role as a guardian of the 
river and parks. This enthusiastic group of 
people stays involved, further bolstering 
their commitment.

Deborah Baker
Peter & Adriane Beller
Jacquelyn T. Coleman & Charles V. Agnano
Martha & Michael Conneely
Linda R. Cromwell
Donna P. Frank
Sara Frey & Alan Blasenstein
Gretchen Gregg
Claudia Hart
Cynthia Huge
Francine & Joseph G. Linonis, Jr.
Nancy Macy & Robert L. Painter
Peter & Peggy Morse
Jennifer & Marc Nicol
J. Lucien Plante
Patricia & David Porteous
Bernard H. Rosen
Ann Vibert Wuelfing
Michael & Kerry Zaleski
Dr. Lawrence Zemel & Eliane Sandler†

Contact Debbie Baker, director of 
development, if you’d like to learn more 
about Mainstay, at dbaker@riverfront.org 
or 860-713-3131 x326.
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p. 6, from top left: East Hartford Mayor Connor Martin, Riverfront Recapture President & CEO Michael Zaleski at The Big Mo’; opening 
ceremony, Riverfront Dragon Boat & Asian Festival; Head of the Riverfront regatta; Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream; Northeast 
Neighborhood Revitalization President Helen Nixon at a community workshop; musician in Charter Oak Landing; p. 8: dragon boats at 
dock; p. 10, from top: Head of the Riverfront Regatta; Channel 3 Eyewitness News’ Great Day CT with Scot Haney, Chef Erica Blaire Roby, 
Riverfront President & CEO Michael Zaleski, Kara Sundlun promoting Riverfront Food Truck Festival; Taste of the Caribbean & Jerk Festival
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Joseph Kristan, Jr.
Dr. & Mrs. LeRoy W. Krumperman, Jr.
Edward Krzanowski
William B. Laakso
Hernan & Evelyn LaFontaine
Jennifer Lambert
Alison Lane-Reticker
Robert Lang
Patricia Lavery
Sabrina Lavieri
Jon Law
Christina Leadbeater
Joyce Lent
Larry & Suzanne Levere
Rick Liftig
Francine & Joseph G. Linonis, Jr.
Marie & Alan Lobaugh
Sebastian Lombardi
Karlyn & Robert Lowe
William MacDonnell, DDS
Jackie & John Mandyck
Deborah & Timothy Matson
Antonio Matta
Gary Matteson
Heather McLarney
Patrick McMahon
Kimberly McVey
Harry E. Meyer
Charles H. Miller
Lauri & David R. Miller
Caitlin Claflin Mongillo
Kathleen Monnes
The Montross Family
Katherine Moore
Jennifer Moyer
Rosemary Moynihan
Lauren Mullaney
Joanne Murley
Douglas Muth & Terry Langevin
Marc & Jean Nemeth
Gail & Tony Newman
Leigh Newman & Gary Starr
Pat & Ray Noeker
Don Noel
John J. O’Boyle
Jim & Julia O’Brien
Dottie O’Meara†
Mrs. Henry A. O’Neal
Rocco & Joanne Orlando
Jim Palmieri & Laurie Podolak
Don Panthen, Jr.
Linda A. Panthen
Jennifer W. Pennoyer
Cathy & Sean Peoples
Susan & John Perlstein
Kathryn Pietrowiak
Raphael Podolsky

David & Patricia Porteous
David N. Potter
Bruce Putterman
Jeanne Radcliff
Dr. & Mrs. Sedrick J. Rawlins
Edward P. Regan
Carl Resnick
Martey Rhine
Dr. Andrew Ricci, Jr. & Jacqueline  
   Muschiano
Monica Rich
Barry & Merle Rimler
Mr. & Mrs. John Rixon
Nancy & Stephen Roberts
Chase Rogers
Thomas G. Ronalter
Gilda Roncari
Kyle Rose
Tricia Rose
Bernard H. Rosen
Julia Rosenblum & Leonard Felson
Ann & Jim Rotondo
Barbara Rubin
Anthony Salerno
Laura Santirocco
Stephen G. Schoen
Samuel L. Schrager & Terry Gellin
Andrew Schroder
Joseph Scully
The Seapan Family
Brook Seeley
Marcie Sener
Barbara & Ted Sergi
Allyn & Karen Seymour
Namita Shah
Jennifer Sharp
Gail Phyllis Shay
Meher & Rich Shulman
Cheryl Slater
Mrs. William Smyers
Joseph Springman
Elizabeth Steber
Deborah & Jeffrey Stein
George & Gesella Stephan
Jennie Stern-Hagen
Jessie G. Stratton
Richard & Ingrid Suisman
Tim & Gerri Sullivan
Donna S. Swarr
Mary & Bill Talbot
Hua Tan
Pedro Torres, Jr.
Dan & Jan Tracy
Darcie Turgeon
Ann & Dean Uphoff
Janet & Ralph Veenema
Lisa & Richard Vitarelli

Richard Voigt & Annemarie         
   Riemer
Robert P. Volpe
Michael & Janice Walsh
John & Marylou Welch
Jaime Welsh
Edwin P. Williams
Kathy & Steve Wilson
Emily Wolfe
Ann Vibert Wuelfing
Terry C. Yorker
Gloria Zaleski
Mary Zeman
Dr. Lawrence Zemel & Eliane   
   Sandler†

$50-$99
Arline Adamovich-Witek
Anonymous (3)
Katie Bailey
Joe Barber
Marshall & Karen Berger
Karen & Raymond Bliss
Scott M. Blum
Christine Boudreau
David & Ann Brandwein
Patti Broad
Avery & Eileen Buell
Patti Bushey
Rebecca Caldwell
Gary Capreol
Celeste Champion
Laura Christoph
Carrie Clark
Jim Clary
Judy Coe
G.D. Cropper
Harry Culver
Neal & Rosemary Cunningham
Nancy Dart
Aidan W. Davies
Holly DeYoung & Thomas   
   Donahue
Jeffrey Doolittle
William & Doreen Doyle
Shirley Dudley
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Falcone
Tim Fitzgerald
John Flavin
Matt Fleury & Irene O’Connor
Margreet & Alan Francis
Sara J. Frey & Alan Blasenstein
Carole & Richard Guttman
Daniel Haim
M.T. Hallisey
Cecilia Hamilton
Chloe & Wes Horton

Names in bold indicate members of our Founders’ Society, bold italics indicate new members. † indicates that the donor is deceased.
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Ritone Ivaska
Jay Jaffe
Denman James
George Jeong
Renee Jones
Mrs. William Jones
Prashant Karandikar
Susan & Daniel Keating
Mary E. Kelly
Irmgard D. Klee
Rick Knauft
David Koskoff
John Kostal
Mary Ellen Kowalewski
Richard & Deborah Kreitner
David & Ruth Krugman
Shalu Kumar
Nancy & Jerry Lahman
Jeff Lang
Dan & Peggy Lareau
Mark R. Lewis
Lawrence Little
Kevin MacDermott
Grant Madigan-Kolstad
Maria Manning
Tom & Gwen Marrion
Susan Martin
Jerry McAuliffe
Stephen McDonald
Patricia A. McKinley
Tracy Mehr-Muska & 
   Scott Muska
Benjamin Moorcroft
Eileen Moore
Casey Moran
James E. Morse
Susan Mosimann
Harriet Mullaney
Jonathan Near & Chris Semk
Judy & Greg Nokes
Nasheela Odowd
Anthony Oteka
Katie Ouellette
David Owens, Jr.
Lee & Dorothy Paquette
Jerrilyn Pease
Dot Pedneault
Laura & David Pels
Kyle Pelton
Don & Pam Peterson
J. Lucien Plante†
Glenn Poker
Stephen E. Potz
Kathryn Powers
Linda Proctor
Ken & Mary Provencher
Jill Rau

Mr. & Mrs. Brian Reardon
Carol & George Reider
Mim & Gary Reynolds
Thomas Riley & Michele Lukban
Tricia Rose
Charlie & Pat Rossi
Michael & Deborah Sacks
Russ Salk
Johanna Samberg-Champion
William Scheel
Tristan Schemmerling
Patricia Scully
Dr. & Mrs. Leon H. Seitelman
Sudhir & Jyotsna Shah
Dorothy Shuey
Carol Sicbaldi
Stacie Simko
Maria Sirois
Linda & Frank Sousa
Peter Spangenberg
Mel & Elyse Spielberg
Nancy Stankiewicz & John   
   Morehouse
Hannah Butler Steel
W. D. Stefanowicz
Marianne Stieglitz
Margaret O’Meara Storrs
Miguel Velazquez
Mark & Dawn von Mayrhauser
Joan Walden & Jake 
   Mendelsohn
Ron Ward
Richard & Robin Weiss
Janice Wendry
Ralph & Joanne White
Jessica Willis
Dr. & Mrs. C. Steven Wolf
Prescille Yamamoto
Al & Barbara Zakarian

UNDER $50
Khouloud Al Mannai
Ana Alicea
Anonymous (13)
Mark Anson & Robyne Watkin
Peter Arakas & Karen 
   Kellerman
Kathleen Archer
Susan Archer
Victoria Asfalg
Amanda Banks
Jonathan Barden
Cassandra Barrow
Rebecca Bernardo
Rebecca Boulet
Lisa Boya

 

Legacy Society
Ensuring the present and future value 
of Riverfront’s parks and access to the 
Connecticut River inspires people to 
include Riverfront in their estate plans. 
Your consideration of the future now 
provides essential funding that sustains 
opportunities for people to explore, learn, 
and enjoy the river and the parks for years 
ahead. 

We thank the following individuals who 
have left or intend to leave a legacy to 
Riverfront to continue our mission into the 
future, as together we connect people to 
the Connecticut River:

Deborah Baker
David Barrett
Mr.† and Mrs. Maurice Belanger
Harold Blinderman & Wanda Schulman
G. Peter Bloom
Chris & Kim Byrd
Kathleen Cassidy
Susan & Brian Clemow
Alison Coolbrith† & Barry Lastra
Marie P. Coburn†
Lynn H. Ferrari & Virginia Seeley
Patricia Foley†
Margaret Olmsted Ford Twombly†
Susan & Joel Freedman
Astrid Hanzalek†
Albert Ilg
David Klein
Mimi† & Brendan Lynch
Harriett S. MacGuiness†
Joe Marfuggi†
Marion† & Ellsworth† Grant
Carle & Larry Mowell
Edith† & John† Davis Murphy
Mike Puckly
John H. Riege†
Sali Riege†
Chrissie & Ezra Ripple
David R. Robb
Stephen G. Schoen
Lynn Traiger†
Donald K. Wilson†
Robert Yohe, Jr.
Michael Zaleski

If you would like to learn more about legacy 
giving, please contact Deborah Baker, 
director of development, at 860-713-3131 
x326 or dbaker@riverfront.org.  
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p. 11: Riverfront Community Rowing at sunrise; p. 12: couple relaxing, Riverside Park; p. 16, from top left: Crowd at festival; cyclist; Tai 
Chi instruction at Riverfront Dragon Boat & Asian Festival; City of Hartford Mayor Luke Bronin and Riverfront Recapture President & 
CEO Mike Zaleski planting a tree in Riverside Park; Riverfront Community Rowing; community walk at future park; p. 17, from top left: 
Cancer remembrance, Riverfront Dragon Boat & Asian Festival; Gospel Fest; sunset view from Great River Park; flooded lower Mortensen 
Riverfront Plaza; Hargreaves Jones consultants Mary Lydecker and Mary Margaret Jones, Riverfront Recapture President & CEO Michael 
Zaleski and Windsor Mayor Nuchette Black-Burke at a future park community workshop; Riverfront Food Truck Festival
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The Metropolitan District Commission is an essential partner to Riverfront Recapture. We are truly 
grateful to them for all that they provide, which goes far beyond their ongoing, generous financial 
support. Their work, particularly the Clean Water Project, is pivotal to our work to connect people 
with the Connecticut River, and provide clean, safe parks to all visitors. 

The Clean Water Project reduces pollution in the Connecticut River, which is integral to environmental 
restoration. It tackles issues such as sewage overflow and contamination, revitalizes the natural environment, 
and enhances the usability and appeal of our parks for recreational activities like boating, fishing, and rowing. 
Improvements in water quality directly benefit both residents and visitors who frequent our parks. 

Additionally, the Clean Water Project brings significant economic and community health benefits. Cleaner 
and well-maintained parks are likely to attract more visitors, which we can attest to, and they can also 
boost local businesses and increase tourism, contributing to economic growth. Additionally, the reduction 
in waterborne pollutants decreases health risks associated with contaminated water sources, fostering a 
healthier community environment. 

The Clean Water Project also supports wildlife and biodiversity, maintaining the ecological health and natural 
beauty of our riverfront parks, thereby enhancing the overall quality of life in the city. All of this aligns with 
the work we do to maintain, manage, and operate four - soon to be five - riverfront parks, and we are so 
grateful to the MDC for their work and continued partnership. 

The MDC
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Sydney Breard
Joseph Byrne & Clare Rossini
Melissa Byron
Michael & Katherine Capone
Coreen Carley
Victoria Carpenter
Rachel Casey
Bonnie Chalmers
Virginia Champion
Catherine Crocket
Laura Curran
Mr. & Mrs. Harry H. Davidson
Emily Dawkins
Madeline Dawson
Heather Debby
Pilar del Cacho
Lauren Dickson
Ted Diesenhaus & Deanne Shapiro
Cindy & Mark Dodd
Marita Doumaux
Rebecca Doumaux
Constance Duffy
Yoram Ebrahimi
Laura Edwards
Julie Emery
Faye Ewen
Carla Ferony
Carol Gabrielson Fine
Paul Fitzgerald
Matthew Fitzsimmons
Lynda Flavin
Nicole Fluckiger
Charmion Forte
Ashley Fote
Nicholas Rodriquez Gallo
Meg Gaughan
Mark B. Gerity
Sara Germain
May-Wo F. & Walter Giger, Jr.
Gianni Guiliani
Ari Goldstein
Caleb Gottesman
Terri Granger
Elizabeth Harlow
Jill Hendricks
Linda Henriques
Debra Holcomb
Marisa Howard
Herbert G. Isaacson
Karen Jason
Julie Jeski
Craig R. Johnson
Ralph & Lele Kadden
Ethan Kane
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Kapushinski
Lida A. Kearney
David A. Kelman
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Doreen Kindelan
Chris Kriesen
Liisa Kuhn
Wendy Kwalwasser
Lewis Ben Lau
Donna Leach
Logan Lee
Rebecca Jayne Lee
Victoria Lee
Blake Lillicraf
Nancy Loiselle
Douglas Lubin
Diane & Mark Lucas
Shurff Lure
Alex Lydall
Leigha M. Magro
Ruth H. Mantak
Julie Markus
Victoria McBrien
Dennis McCool
Robert McNally
Yaritza Melendez
T. Mendez
S. Mierzwa
Carissa Miller
Daniel T. Miller
Robbin Miller
Ann Milner
Rohan Mitchell
Madeleine Motherway
Robert A. Murphy
Mike Nguyen
S. P. Nolan
Jori Nunes
James Olcott
Courtney Oliva
Caryn Olivieri
Cara Passaro
Mary Pekala
Kasey & Lauren Phelps
Lauren Pizzoferrato
Jennifer Redmond
Jack & Debbie Reid
Karin & Gregory Reinhardt
Gabrielle Renaud
D. Peter Rex
Susan Ring
Cassandra Rodriguez
Marcos Rodriquez, Jr.
Kathryn Roman
Tricia Rose
Robert & Gail Rosenberg
Patricia Ryan
Cassandra Sanchez
Kenneth Sek
Ruth H. Sheehan
Danielle Shepherd

Brian T. & H. Jean Smith
Jason Smith
Robert H. & Sharon W. Smith
Tiffany Smith
Cheryl J. Stabnick
Jessica Standish
Brianna Stimson
Michelle Szynkowicz
Pamela M. Taylor
Shawn Tays
Catherine Thomas
Stacy Thomas
Jennifer Trent
Lee Allan Tryon
John F.K. Tyner
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald W. Vernier
Elaine & Calvin Vinick
Sheryl Viola
Joseph Vogel
Shauna Walker
Noreen S. Watson
Cynthia Watts Elder
James & Rachel Whelen
Andrew White
Dolly White
Jacqueline Wilson
Kacy Zaborowski
Serenity Zaebst
Jillian Zanotti

 

Riverfront Recapture 
Endow Hartford 21 
Fund at the Hartford 
Foundation for Public 
Giving
We are thankful for the donors who 
participated in the Endow Hartford 21 Fund 
challenge from 2021-2023, with gifts of 
$250 or more matched by the Zachs Family 
Foundation and are taking the opportunity 
to recognize them. Overall contributions 
to the fund, including matching donations, 
total $59,311.25 with some donors 
contributing more than once.

Anonymous (2)
Deborah Baker
Patricia Beckett
Budd Family Fund
Gary Carter
Kathleen Cassidy
Samantha Castillo-Davis
Louise Coates
Marianne Downie
Paul H. Eddy and Elizabeth J. Normen
   Fund at the Hartford Foundation for  
   Public Giving
Rona Gollob
Russell Jarem
Donald W. and Dorothy D. Johnson Fund at  
   the Hartford Foundation for Public Giving
Marcia A. Lattimore
Cynthia K. Mackay
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Morse
Carle & Larry Mowell
Leigh Newman & Gary Starr
Patty Pittman
William & Sally Richter
Thomas G. Ronalter
Beth Shluger
Sharon & Mike Spinelli
Mary & Bill Talbot
Douglas & Mildred Unfried
Michael Wilder†
Al & Helen Wilke
Zachs Family Foundation Inc.

While our participation in the match 
program has concluded, donations to the 
fund, directly to the Hartford Foundation 
for Public Giving, are always welcome.

p. 20, from top left: Picnickers in 
Great River Park with a flooded 
river below; Colt building in snow; 
fishing from the dock at Charter 
Oak Landing; capturing the flood 
at Mortensen Riverfront Plaza; 
removing the docks before July 
flooding, Riverside Park; dog-
walking at Mortensen Riverfront 
Plaza

p. 21: Canada goose & goslings

p. 22:  City of Hartford Mayor 
Arunan Arulampalam with board 
chair Harold Blinderman at The Big 
Mo’; Run for the Riverfront 5K; city 
view from the top of the dike in 
Charter Oak Landing

p. 25:  Rendering of Joe Marfuggi 
Riverwalk amenities, courtesy of 
Doug Suisman, Suisman Urban 
Design 

p. 26: Dragonfly; Riverfront Ranger 
on patrol; egret

p. 27: July flooding 

Back cover: Jogger at Columbus 
Boulevard Bridge 
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ROWING
STEWARDS FUND
Anonymous (2)
Arline Adamovich-Witek
Victoria Asfalg
Deborah Baker
Dr. & Mrs. David Barnett
Harold Blinderman & Wanda   
   Schulman
Marguerite Boslaugh & David  
   Guadliana
Sydney Breard
The Buhler Family
Evan Buhler
Elizabeth Burt
Robert & Elizabeth Bush
Patti Bushey
Kim & Chris Byrd
Sarah Calatayud
Coreen Carley
Victoria Carpenter
Calista Carrignan
Kathleen Cassidy
Bob Clark
Jim Clary
Catherine Crocket
David Crockett
Kevin Crosby
Harry Culver
Nancy Dart
Aidan W. Davies
Holly DeYoung & Thomas Donahue
Dr. Bob & Debbie Dodenhoff
Matthew & Elizabeth Dreier
Giulia Giovanelli
Christine & Darren Gottesmann
Libby & Noel Graham
Terri Granger
Larry & Jean Haberman
John Hanson
Ajilli Hardy
Michael & Dianne Harnad
Susan Hays
Ian & Traci Hazelton
Susan Hoffnagle
Debra Holcomb
Hospital for Special Care
Ritone Ivaska
Denman James
Dave P. Jenkins
Renee Jones
Ethan Kane
Joan M. Karpuk
Aiden Keegan
Madeleine B. Kenny
Bill Keyt
Cindy & David Kindt

Darcy Kirk
Eric Kjelberg
Jennifer Klau
Janice & David Klein
Rick Knauft
John Kostal
Chris Kriesen
Shalu Kumar
Jennifer Lambert
Sabrina Lavieri
Jon Law
Grant Madigan-Kolstad
David Marzilli
Tracy Mehr-Muska & Scott Muska
Charles H. Miller
Sharon Mitchell
Caitlin Claflin Mongillo
Benjamin Moorcroft
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Morse
Thomas F. Mullaney, Jr.
Jonathan Near & Chris Semk
Caryn Olivieri
Katie Ouellette
Cathy & Sean Peoples
Glenn Poker
Thomas D. Policelli
David N. Potter
Ken & Mary Pouch
Mike Puckly & Chris Cadiz
Ben Reder & Sarah 
   MeInitsky Reder
Karin & Gregory Reinhardt
Matthew Reinhardt
Carl Resnick
Adam Reynolds
Monica Rich
Chrissie & Ezra Ripple
Kyle Rose
Tricia Rose
Eric & Pam Rosow
RTX
Cassandra Sanchez
Tristan Schemmerling
Amanda Scherzer
Andrew Schroder
L. Everett Seyler, Jr., M.D.
Ashley K. Shepard
Stacie Simko
Jessica Standish
Elizabeth M. Swift
Darcie Turgeon
Janet & Ralph Veenema
Miguel Velazquez
Bill Veronesi & Barbara Walden
Joseph Vogel
Loretta Waldman
Beth E. Weber

Jaime Welsh
Brian Wendry
Gail & Robert West
Joe & Susan Wilson
Serenity Zaebst
Michael & Kerry Zaleski

RECOGNITION GIFTS
We appreciate the many people 
who chose to honor or remember 
their loved ones with a contribution. 
While both tributees and donors 
have been recognized in our 
Riverfront Recap newsletters, we 
share those for whom tribute was 
given:

IN HONOR OF:
Susan Clemow
Louise Coates
Bridget Cooke
Gretchen Gregg
David Guadliana
Andy Hart
Christopher R. Hayes
Joan Karpuk
Sabrina Lavieri
Carle & Larry Mowell
Jonathan Near
Mike Puckly
Kim McVey
The Riverfront Team
Martha Rogers
Michael Zaleski

IN MEMORY OF:
Richard Broad
Brian Caldwell
Marie Coburn
Alison Coolbrith
John Craford
Melody Currey
Dock
Patty Foley
Betty Gulliksen
Nanette Houghton
Joe Marfuggi & Sherry Brown- 
   Marfuggi
Margie MacDonnell
Nick Mathis
Bernice Van Overstraeten Miller
Paul Pearson
Helen & Robert Roth
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This special fund, created in 2011 to recognize then President & CEO Joe Marfuggi, provides a source of long-term 
support that can be used to make essential repairs and improvements in Riverfront parks. We are thankful for the 
donors who contribute to this fund annually or occasionally. As we work toward enhancing and expanding access to 
and within our parks, community members signed a petition, approved by Hartford’s City Council in 2021, to name 
the planned 2.5-mile riverwalk the Joe Marfuggi Riverwalk. A fundraising campaign is underway to support amenities 
along the coming riverwalk with those donations placed in the Marfuggi Parks Fund until expended for the intended 
purpose and is very close to its $1,150,000 goal. The fund continues to grow through contributions and earnings, with 
periodic special expenditures approved by our Board of Directors.  

We especially thank the following contributors for their support in 2023, with most earmarked for the Joe Marfuggi 
Riverwalk. Plans and permits have been submitted, and we are completing additional required studies for plant and 
wildlife diversity.

Greg Adams
Diana & Bob Annon
Deborah Baker
Len & Deb Bieringer
Harold Blinderman & Wanda    
   Schulman
Avery & Eileen Buell
Burns & McDonnell Foundation         
   Matching Gifts Fund/Greater         
   Horizons
Tara Cantor
Gary Capreol
Kathleen Cassidy
Peter & Jeanette Christian
Chinenye Claytor
Mary Ellen & Tom Cody
Erin & Julio Concepción
Rick & Beth Costello
Mary Lou & Jim Dahmer

Philip & Mary-Alice Dennehy
Ted Diesenhaus & Deanne Shapiro
Jeffrey Doolittle
Paul Eddy & Elizabeth Normen
Kristin Beth Ferris
Sara J. Frey & Alan Blasenstein
Jim & Susan Gleason
Gretchen Gregg
The Hartford Financial Services Group
Burton & Phyllis Hoffman Foundation
The Hoffman Family
Susan Hoffnagle
Dave P. Jenkins
Gail & Chris Johnson
Janice & David Klein
Barry Lastra
The John G. Martin Foundation
Eileen Moore
Marjorie Morrissey

Carle & Larry Mowell
Jennifer & Marc Nicol
Patty Pittman
Ken & Mary Pouch
Mike Puckly & Chris Cadiz
Ashley R. Sauvé
Pat & Jane Sheehan
Sharon & Mike Spinelli
Jennie Stern-Hagen
Mary & Bill Talbot
Hua Tan
Josye Utick & Andrew Diaz-Matos
The Vandeventer Foundation
Herbert Virgo
Matt & Lois Weady
Michael & Kerry Zaleski
Brendan Zielinski

Marfuggi Parks Fund
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Assets
Cash and Investments-Unrestricted $821,778 
Cash and Investments-Restricted $2,175,614 
Endowment Investments  $2,961,456
Receivables    $440,269 
Land and Equipment   $1,891,552
Prepaid Expenses   $43,141
TOTAL ASSETS    $8,333,810

Liabilities & Net Assets
Payables and Accrued Liabilities $242,542
Refundable Advances   $32,656
Net Assets Without Restrictions $3,200,333
Net Assets With Restrictions  $4,858,279
TOTAL LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS $8,333,810   
     

Revenue      
Grants and Contributions  $2,885,268
Program Fees & other Earned Income $646,659
TOTAL REVENUE   $3,531,927   
     

Expenses     
Program Services   $3,203,360
General Administration   $136,217
Fundraising    $296,107
TOTAL EXPENSES   $3,635,684
        

Investment Return  $640,593 
         

Total Net Assets      
Beginning of Year   $7,521,325
End of Year    $8,058,161 
     
     

Summary
of Finances

This summary is derived from the audited financial statements 
for the year ended December 31, 2023. A copy of the complete 
statement is available at riverfront.org/financials. 
Our auditor is CliftonLarsonAllen LLP.
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Staff
Michael Zaleski 
President & CEO 

Robert C. Allan
Director of Public Safety & Park 
Operations

Deborah Baker 
Director of Development

Evan Buhler
Assistant Director of Rowing 
Programs

Rodney Bynoe 
Assistant Director of 
Ranger Services

Tara Cantor 
Director of Communications
& Marketing

Bridget Cooke
Director of Events

Martha Conneely 
Park Development Manager

Venus Dickson
Finance Manager

Jordan Giroux
Park Operations Supervisor

Peter Morse 
Director of Finance

Jonathan Near 
Director of Rowing Programs

Marc A. Nicol 
Director of Park Planning & 
Development

Marilyn Rodriguez
Dragon Boat Programs Manager

Dixon Vega
Ranger Program Supervisor 

Management Partners
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