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We connect 
people with the 
Connecticut River.
Riverfront Recapture is a nonprofit organization founded 
in 1981. We manage, maintain, operate, and activate four 
riverfront parks and their connected riverwalks and trails.
Our mission is to connect people with the Connecticut River. 
Here’s a snapshot of how we connected people in 2024. 

PARK
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BOATS
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ROWING 
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It was a remarkable year along the river! In 2024, our parks continued to be gathering 
places for joy, movement, celebration, and connection, drawing nearly 950,000 visitors 
from Hartford, the region, and beyond.

We began the year with a welcome change—no January flooding closures for the first 
time in three years—and the momentum only grew. We hosted 178 free events; our 
community rowing program brought home the Points Trophy from RowFest; The Big Mo’ 
showcased the site of our future park; the Head of the Riverfront set a new record with 
more than 800 entries—the largest in event history; and, thanks to your generosity, our 
year-end matching challenge was fully met.

We also continued to improve and maintain the infrastructure that keeps our parks 
beautiful, accessible, and safe. From replacing worn signage and upgrading our vehicle 
fleet to preparing for future lighting and pathway enhancements, our operations team 
worked tirelessly—through all kinds of weather—to keep the parks ready for visitors, 
events, and everyday use.

One of our most exciting milestones was the unveiling of the master plan for our future 
riverfront park along the Hartford/Windsor line. Shaped by thousands of community 
voices through walks, workshops, and surveys, this plan reflects a shared vision for a 
greener, more connected, and more equitable future. The community celebration, where 
we unveiled the plan, reminded us why we do this work: to create welcoming spaces that 
reflect the community and serve all current and future park users.

In 2024, we also expanded donor programming, increased community engagement, and 
laid the groundwork for long-term investments in flood resiliency, climate-conscious 
planning, and regional connectivity.

These successes would not be possible without the generosity and dedication of our 
donors, sponsors, volunteers, partners, and board. Whether you attended an event, 
contributed to a campaign, or simply enjoyed a walk along the Riverwalk, you are part of 
what makes the Riverfront so special.

As we look ahead to 2025, we’re excited to continue the work—deepening connections, 
celebrating culture, and ensuring that the Connecticut River remains at the heart of a 
vibrant, active, and inclusive region.

Harold M. Blinderman		
Board Chair		

Michael Zaleski 
President & CEO



6



riverfront.org

Cover: Mortensen Riverfront Plaza; p. 3: Post flood cleanup in Riverside Park;  p. 4, from top left: lunch at Riverfront Food 
Truck Festival; dancing at Riverfront Dragon Boat & Asian Festival; Riverfront Ranger and Rodney Bynoe, Assistant 
Director of Ranger Services; Harold Blinderman, Riverfront Board Chair, East Hartford Mayor Connor Martin, Windsor 
Mayor Nuchette Black-Burke, Hartford Mayor Arunan Arulampalam, Wethersfield Mayor Ken Lesser, Michael Zaleski, 
Riverfront President & CEO at the boathouse; Sounds of Summer in Great River Park; dragon boat competitors
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The river is always moving—and so are we.
As we head into 2025, we’re energized by everything on the horizon: long-anticipated 
park improvements, deeper community partnerships, new ways to care for our parks 
year-round, and the beginning of building a new park. From the excitement of upcoming 
festivals to the quiet enjoyment of a clean, well-lit trail, every detail reflects our 
commitment to creating a welcoming, resilient, and connected riverfront.

Beginning June 1, we kick off our free public event season, starting with Learn to Row 
Day and continuing through summer and fall, culminating with one of the largest single-
day regattas in the country—the Head of the Riverfront. In between, visitors can enjoy 
fitness classes, concerts, cultural festivals, family programs, and more—all designed to 
fulfill our mission to connect people with the Connecticut River and with each other.

We’ll also begin early-stage work on our future riverfront park in North Hartford and 
Windsor, guided by a community-driven master plan and fueled by your support. At the 
same time, we’ll continue improving our current parks—with pathway upgrades, lighting 
enhancements, and signage that helps every visitor feel safe, welcomed, and informed.

Expect even more ways to get involved: expanded donor programs, more free events, 
more opportunities to connect with the Connecticut River, and continued investment in 
our parks, our people, and the partnerships behind our mission.

This next chapter will be shaped by many hands—and we hope yours will be among 
them. Whether you show up, speak out, give back, or simply enjoy the view, you are part 
of the Riverfront story.

Let’s keep moving forward—together.
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$250,000+
The Metropolitan District
U.S. Department of Housing & Urban Development

$100,000-$249,999
City of Hartford
Travelers

$50,000-$99,999
Bank of America
Capital Region Development Authority
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
Hartford HealthCare
The Ilsababy Foundation
Town of Windsor

$25,000-$49,999
The Benevity Community Impact Fund
Connecticut Department of 
   Energy & Environmental Protection
Town of East Hartford
Hartford Foundation for Public Giving
Hartford Steam Boiler
Burton & Phyllis Hoffman Foundation
The Vandeventer Foundation

$10,000-$24,999
Connecticut Department of 
   Economic & Community Development
CVS Health/Aetna Foundation
Day Pitney LLP
Global Atlantic Financial Group
The Justice Education Center
LAZ Parking
Lincoln Financial
Mohegan Sun
The HB Nitkin Group
C. Henry & Mary E.G. Olmsted Fund at 
   the Hartford Foundation for Public Giving
RTX
Schwab Charitable Fund
T. Rowe Price Program for Charitable Giving

$5,000-$9,999
All Waste Inc.
Collins Aerospace
Commonwealth Charitable Fund
Fuss & O’Neill Inc.
Gilbane Building Company
Greater Hartford Arts Council
The Hartford Insurance Group Inc.
Hartford Marriott Downtown
Liberty Bank
George A. & Grace L. Long Foundation, Bank of 		
   America, N.A., Trustee
Mullaney, Keating & Wright
Nassau
PeoplesBank
Pratt & Whitney
The Evelyn W. Preston Memorial Trust Fund, Bank of 	
   America, N.A., Trustee
Roberts Foundation for the Arts
Charles Nelson Robinson Fund, Bank of 
   America, N.A., Trustee
Swiss Re Foundation
Talcott Financial Group
UBS Financial Services
Virtus Investment Partners
Webster Bank

$2,500-$4,999
Ahearn Family Foundation
American Eagle Financial Credit Union
Eversource Energy
Grunberg Realty
Johndrow Wealth Management LLC
M&T Bank
RBC Wealth Management
RMS Companies
Sorenson-Pearson Family Foundation Inc.
United Way of Central & Northeastern Connecticut
Updike, Kelly & Spellacy
Vanguard Charitable Endowment Program
WEX

Investment in Riverfront Recapture has positive impact on quality of life for the regional community. 
Corporations, foundations, and civic organizations understand the value of their funding for arts and 
culture, youth enrichment, health and fitness, as well as day-to-day operations to ensure our parks 
are open and accessible year-round. As we strive to improve and expand our parks, government 
support provides critical resources for park development. We are so grateful to those who’ve made 
an investment in our parks, our programs, and our future. 

p. 6, from top left: Windsor Mayor Nuchette Black-Burke and guests at The Big Mo’; Community Celebration kids’ fun run; 
Head of the Riverfront spectators; rowing coach Justin Watson with rowers; CT DEEP Commissioner Katie Dykes with 
Michael Zaleski, Riverfront President & CEO
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$1,000-$2,499
Arch Reinsurance
William O. & Carole P. Bailey 		
   Family Foundation
Bank of America Charitable
   Gift Fund
Cetera Advisors LLC
CG Management
Goodwin University
Hargreaves Jones
Horst Engineering & 			 
   Manufacturing
Jacobs Financial Partners
The Larsen Fund Inc.
The John G. Martin Foundation
Merrill Lynch
Morgan Stanley
National Financial Services
National Philanthropic Trust
PricewaterhouseCoopers
Raymond James
U.S. Environmental Protection	
   Agency
USI Insurance
Harold L. Wyman Foundation
Zachs Family Foundation

Under $1,000
Assured Partners
Bain Capital Community 		
   Partnership
Barings
Beazley USA Services
BioSafe Systems LLC
Boondoggle Beers
Bouvier Insurance
Capitol Region Council of 		
   Governments
Cigna
Coca-Cola Bottling Company
Corebridge Retirement Services
DORO Restaurant Group
Drink Mechanics/State House 	
   Distilling Co.
Food Trucks & Co.
The Garden Club of America
Marion & Ellsworth Grant Fund 	
   at the Hartford Foundation for 	
   Public Giving
HarperWhitfield PC
Hartford Flavor Company
Hartford Public Library
Thomas Hooker Brewing 		
   Company

Jewish Community Foundation 
   of Greater Hartford
JKRP Architects
Lilly’s Soul Food
Macquarie
Manafort Brothers Inc.
Oliver Wyman
The Open Hearth Hartford
Paypal Giving Fund
Pfizer
Publicis-New York
Regeneron Pharmaceuticals
Renaissance Charitable 		
   Foundation
The Rhode Island Foundation
Richter & Cegan Inc.
Sage & Coombe Architects
Salute
Slipaway River Tours LLC
The Statement Group
Trinity Health of New England
UnitedHealthcare
Voya Financial Inc.
Voya Foundation
The Whittemore Foundation
YHB Investment Advisors Inc.
Zoppa Studio

In-Kind
Contributed goods and services 
provide essential support for 
many Riverfront activities. We 
thank the following donors:

Boondoggle Beers
Coca-Cola Bottling Company
DORO Restaurant Group
Drink Mechanics/State House 	
   Distilling Co.
Food Trucks & Co.
Jennifer Glick
Goodwin University
David Guadliana
Hartford Flavor Company
Hartford Marriott Downtown
Thomas Hooker Brewing 		
   Company
Chris Kriesen
Lilly’s Soul Food
Claudia Longmore
Manafort Brothers Inc.
Salute
Sound Guyz
The Statement Group
Travelers

Updike, Kelly & Spellacy
Zoppa Studio

Matching Gifts
Special thanks to the companies 
who provided matching gifts 
– and to the employees who 
inspired and requested those 
gifts:

Bain Capital Community 		
   Partnership
Bank of America
Barings
The Benevity Community 
   Impact Fund
Cigna
Corebridge Retirement Services
Lincoln Financial Foundation
Pfizer
Publicis-New York
RTX
Regeneron Pharmaceuticals
The Hartford Insurance Group Inc.
Travelers
UnitedHealthcare
Voya Financial Inc.

 

p. 7, from top left: Michael Zaleski, 
Riverfront President & CEO, and 
Congressman John Larson at 
Community Celebration; Riverfront 
Dragon Boat & Asian Festival opening 
ceremony; regatta spectators; fishing 
in Great River Park; Circuit Rider in 
Great River Park; NBC’s Taylor Kinzer 
filming a learn-to-row segment

p. 8: Flooded Garmany Cove

p. 10: Taste of the Caribbean + Jerk 
Festival at Mortensen Riverfront Plaza

p. 12, from top left: The Big Mo’; rower 
at RowFest; Hartford Marathon 
Foundation 5K; rowing coach Becca 
Likar coaching ergers; playing on the 
swings; Whaler and regatta director 
Christopher R. Hayes

p. 14, Community Celebration at the 
site of our future park
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$25,000+
The Hoffman Family
Richard & Heidi Sontag

$15,000-$24,999
Janice & David Klein
Mike Puckly & Chris Cadiz
Paul J. Volpe

$10,000-$14,999
Sondra Beit
Marguerite Boslaugh & 
   David Guadliana
Linda R. Cromwell
Estate of Patricia Foley
Thomas F. Mullaney, Jr.†
Chrissie & Ezra Ripple
David R. Robb

$5,000-$9,999
Diana & Bob Annon
Harold Blinderman & 
   Wanda Schulman
Kim & Chris Byrd
Kathleen Cassidy
Ranjana & Surendra Chawla
Paul Eddy & Elizabeth Normen
Susan & Joel Freedman
Ajilli Hardy
Dave P. Jenkins
Patty Pittman
Ken & Mary Pouch
L. Everett Seyler, Jr., M.D.
Art Snyder

$2,500-$4,999
Philip E. Brencher, Jr.
The Buhler Family
Susan & Brian Clemow
Mary Ellen & Tom Cody
David Crockett
Matthew & Elizabeth Dreier
Susan Hays
Gail & Chris Johnson
Cindy & David Kindt
Barry Lastra
Marcia A. Lattimore
Brendan Lynch
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Morse
Carle & Larry Mowell
Lauren Mullaney
Lori Mullaney
Matt & Lois Weady
Michael & Kerry Zaleski

$1,000-$2,499
Deborah Baker
Brian Baranowski
David Barrett
Mary & Edward Budd
Elizabeth Burt
Carlene D. Bush
John & Marla Byrnes
Lynne & Austin Carey
Lindsay Castonguay Hany
Bob Clark
Anne Cody
Martha & Michael Conneely
Rick & Beth Costello
Eric & Megan Cushman
Lois A. Dailey
Carol Davis
Clare & Christopher Dowd
Beth & Phil Ferrari

Gene Flynn
Donna P. Frank
Carole Bailey French
John Q. & Tracy Gale
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Griffith
Christopher R. Hayes
Angie & David Hein
Samuel & Marcia Hinckley
Jeffrey & Nancy Hoffmann
Catherine & Blake Holden
Al Ilg
Diane W. Korntheuer & Peter C. 	
   Grzybala
Dr. & Mrs. LeRoy W. 
   Krumperman, Jr.
Christopher Larsen
Charles H. Miller
Thomas M. Mullaney
Bichop J. & Linda Nawrot
Katharine E. Newell
Jennifer & Marc Nicol
Sue & Scott Pape
Susan Rapport
Philomena Sawyer
Thomas Senuta & Helen 		
   Davenport-Senuta
Camille & Robert Simpson
Helen & Nelson† Sly
Joe L. Stanford III
Richard Thibodeau & Sandra Fry
John Troiano
Tom & Dougie Trumble
Ted Tucci & Nancy Hronek
Bill Veronesi & Barbara Walden
Gail & Robert West
Felicia Wilion & Jay Frankel
The Zoppa Family

Generous help from our friends ensures that our regional park system is clean, well-maintained and 
accessible year-round as we welcome people to explore green space, access the Connecticut River, 
and enjoy free public events. In 2024, your donations made a difference for 945,305 park visitors – 
thank you! 

Names in bold indicate members of our Founders’ Society, bold italics indicate new members. † indicates that the donor is deceased.
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$500-$999
Greg Adams
Susan M. Adams & John Czepiel
Anonymous (1)
Kathleen Augustyn
Paul N. Belval
Jim & Beverly Boyle
Deborah Brown
Mr. & Mrs. James S. Carter
Chinenye Claytor
Louise Coates
Richard & Ann Cohen
Celia Collins
Harry Culver
Barbara O. David
John & Melinda Decker
Martha A. Erickson
Garrett Eucalitto
Kristin Beth Ferris
Jerry Fiske
Catherine Flanders
Lynne & Richard Fletcher
Joan Gentile
Mr. & Mrs. Robert B. Goode
Gretchen Gregg
John Hanson
Michael & Dianne Harnad
Brian Harvey & Sherry Manetta
Randall & Anne Hayes
David Hille
Richard & Beverly Hughes
Stephanie A. Johnson
Joan M. Karpuk
Eric Kjelberg
Hernan & Evelyn LaFontaine
Courtney & John C. Larkin
Thomas Lips
Emmett McCarthy
Trish & Mike McCauley
Andrew Merrill
Ami Montstream
Susan Mosimann
Jacqueline Nadal
Agnes & Billy Peelle
Thomas D. Policelli
Jo-Anne Rankin & John Williams
Carl Resnick
William & Sally Richter
Laura & John Roche
Eric & Pam Rosow
Linda & David Roth
Bill Ryan
Gavin & Kari Saltowitz
Ashley Sauvé

Ruth Schaefer
Joseph Scully
Sara-Beth Sidla
Alex Simpson
Mary Skoning
Joyce L. Smith
Tyler Smith & Lyn Walker
Duncan Somerville
Peter & Lisa Souza
Cheryl & Hank Stephenson
Sam & Donna Stout
Judy Strong
Elizabeth M. Swift
Sally & Allan Taylor
Sprague Theobald
Susan Trees
Josye Utick & Andrew Diaz-Matos
Eric Van de Berg
Chris Vargas
Eric & Violet Vincent
Herbert Virgo
Pamela Vollinger
Beth E. Weber
Brian Wendry
Al & Helen Wilke
Magrieta & Sherwood Willard

$250-$499
Arline Adamovich-Witek
Mr. & Mrs. J. Jeffrey Alquist
Anonymous
Anonymous (2)
Joyce Armstrong
Dominick Baraiolo
Elizabeth Barton
Patti Beckett
Ralph Blanchard
Francis & Mary Brady
Peter & Elizabeth Brzezicki
Evan & Jennnifer Cadoff
Mary Cahalane & David 		
   Weil	
David & Nancy Carlson
Samantha Castillo-Davis
Michael Ceccorulli
Nanette Char & Harris T. Lifshitz
Kate Coley
Cynthia Considine
Sabrina Corpuel
Carol & Tim† Covello
Don Currey
Mary Lou & Jim Dahmer
Jim & Paula Dailey
Joe & Carolyn Dawkins

Founders Society
Our Founders’ Society members 
have shown their commitment to 
Riverfront through consecutive giving 
for 10 or more years. They make 
it clear that they are dedicated to 
ensuring access to the Connecticut 
River through our parks. We thank all 
of these donors, who are identified 
in bold in this Annual Report, for 
your long-standing support of the 
community members who enjoy our 
parks, and for encouraging others to 
follow your example. We welcome 
and thank the following who became 
new Founders’ Society members in 
2024:

Craig Bailey
The Buhler Family
Tara Cantor
David Crockett
Dr. Bob & Debbie Dodenhoff
Johanna & Timothy Dunlavey
James & Laura Friedman
Liahna Gonda-King & Thomas 
Bennett
Angie & David Hein
Madeleine B. Kenny
Mark & Pamela Roth
Richard & Robin Weiss
Michael & Kerry Zaleski

Mainstay
Mainstay donors support Riverfront 
through convenient monthly giving. 
These ongoing contributions add up 
over time, often exceeding a one-time 
gift and deepening their long-term 
impact.

Deborah Baker
Peter & Adriane Beller
Jacquelyn T. Coleman & 
   Charles V. Agnano
Martha & Michael Conneely
Linda R. Cromwell
Donna P. Frank
Sara Frey & Alan Blasenstein
Gretchen Gregg
Claudia Hart
Cynthia Huge
Francine & Joseph G. Linonis, Jr.
Nancy Macy & Robert Painter
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Morse
Jennifer & Marc Nicol
David & Patricia Porteous
Bernard H. Rosen†
Mark & Pamela Roth
Art Snyder
Michael & Kerry Zaleski
Dr. Lawrence Zemel

p. 25: Riverfront Food Truck Festival
p. 26, top to bottom: Canada geese in Charter Oak Landing; flooding in 
Riverside Park; comet trails over Mortensen Riverfront Plaza
p. 27: spectators at Head of the Riverfront
back cover: Riverfront Food Truck Festival
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Dr. Bob & Debbie Dodenhoff
William & Kathleen Donlin
Jonathan Doolittle
David & Dianne Doot
Johanna & Timothy Dunlavey
Jane Emerson
Steve & Martha Erickson
Brian W. Fischer
Dan Fitzgerald
Dan FitzMaurice
Diane & Bill Forstberg
Dan Frey
James & Laura Friedman
Tim & Roxane Fromson
Carol Gale & Debra Horn
Suzanne Gates
Jim & Susan Gleason
Blanche & Steven Goldenberg
Liahna Gonda-King & 
   Thomas Bennett
Kevin Gough & Paula Jones
Libby & Noel Graham
Sal & Kris Greco
Arnold Greenberg†
Kate & Kevin Gruber
Larry & Jean Haberman
Carrie & Jonathan Hammond
David Hawkanson
Dana Himes & James Davis
Dan & Sarah Hincks
Marcia Hincks
Susan Hoffnagle
Jodi Hope
Barnaby Horton & Hannah 		
   Granfield-Horton
Cynthia Huge
Valerie Jasinski
David & Sharon Jepson
Thomas Keegan
Christopher Kilborn
Daniel R. Kingman
Darcy Kirk
Jennifer Klau
Lee G. Kuckro
Robert Lang
Joanne Lawson
Carolyn Lind
Adlyn & Ted Loewenthal
Sebastian M. Lombardi
Jarad & Michele Lucan
Austin Lydon
Anthony Lynch
Catherine Lyons & Chip Caton
Cynthia K. MacKay

Nancy Macy & Robert Painter
Jackie & John Mandyck
Joanne & David Marriott
Antonio J. Matta
Kim K. McClain & Brian R. Smith
Katherine McCormack
Laura McIntyre
Greg Miles
Mary Ellen Miles
Kathleen Monnes
Thomas B. & Marlee D. Mooney
Harriet Mullaney
Joanne Murley
Roberta Murphy
Douglas Muth & Terry Langevin
Jonathan Near & Chris Semk
Leigh Newman & Gary Starr
John Nulsen, M.D.
Robin & Rich Pearson
Michelle Personick
Liane R. Piehl
Matthew Reinhardt
Adam Reynolds
Dr. Andrew Ricci, Jr. & Jacqueline 	
   Muschiano
Virginia Riggs
Ellen Robinson & Jim Condren
Jane & David Robinson
Drs. Sally Rosenberg & Edward 	
   Rosenblatt
Mark & Pamela Roth
Mary T. Sargent
Stephen G. Schoen
Mona Scully-Smith & Paul Smith
Ted & Ellen See
Barbara & Ted Sergi
Jonathan & Beverly Seymour
Ellen & Larry Siuta
Laura Soll-Broxterman
Sharon Spinelli
Lisa & John Stout
Kenneth Tholan
George M. Thomson
Martin Trial
Rene A. Twarkins
Joe & Susan Wilson
Robert Yohe, Jr.
Brendan Zielinski

$100-$249
MJ Agostini
Lorraine & Robert Albanesi
Leonard & Victoria Albert
Theonie Alicandro
Anonymous (2)
Leslie & Greg Ashford
Claudette Azevedo
Craig Bailey
Richard & Zenta Barger
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Barrett
Cassandra Barrow
Peter & Adriane Beller
Rich & Amy Bello
Leland Bergen
Rachel Berger
Ajay Beri
Len & Deb Bieringer 
Councilwoman Kelly Bilodeau and 	
   the Kelly B for Council Campaign
Honey & Harry Birkenruth
Eleanor W. Blake
Catherine Blinder
Michael & Suzanne Bocchini
Gerald & Gail Boisvert
Eileen Jackson Boslaugh & 
   Paul Boslaugh
James Bowers & 
   Rebecca Swanson-Bowers
David & Ann Brandwein
Ann W. Brieck
Avery & Eileen Buell
Eric Burt
Patrice Calnen
Molly Cantor
Tara Cantor
Gary Capreol
Brett Capshaw
Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Carnelli
Constance Carpenter
Francis Carpentier
Jane & Ted Carroll
Peter Casey
Rosemary & Peter Churilo
Christine Ciccone
Carrie Clarke
Adam & Cindy Cohen
Jacquelyn T. Coleman & 
   Charles V. Agnano
Roy Collins III & 
   Gaylynn Moore-Collins
Patricia Connolly
Joanne Conover
Susan Coogan

Names in bold indicate members of our Founders’ Society, bold italics indicate new members. † indicates that the donor is deceased.

p. 25: Riverfront Food Truck Festival
p. 26, top to bottom: Canada geese in Charter Oak Landing; flooding in 
Riverside Park; comet trails over Mortensen Riverfront Plaza
p. 27: spectators at Head of the Riverfront
back cover: Riverfront Food Truck Festival
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Tim & Diane Covello
Dr. David Crombie
Kevin Crosby
Elizabeth Curry
Eric D. Daniels & 
   Patricia Campanella
Renee A. Daniels
Emily Dawkins
Philip & Mary-Alice Dennehy
Holly DeYoung &
   Thomas Donahue
Mary Ellen & John Dombrowski
Paula Dorn
William & Doreen Doyle
Joe & Belinda Duva
Susan & Matt Ely
Alan English & 
   Gretchen Unfried-English
Emilie Evans
Jean & Michael Festa
Jill Finnerty
Tom Foley
Kelley Fournier
Beth & Joe Fox
John A. Frazier, M.D.
Robert Garrey
Richard Geisman
Aaron Gill
Margie Girardi-Telech & Bill Telech
Kent & Penny Goetjen
Don & Mary-Caryl Goff
Toni Gold
Margaret Griffin
Jonathan Guadliana
Laura & Mark Guerrera
David & Sara Hadden
Frank Hagaman
Laura Harris
Claudia Hart
Kate Hayden & David Ames
Mrs. Donald B. Himes
Tiffany Hoang
Robert Hochstein
Chloe & Wes Horton
Arthur House
Susan Huntington
J. Nicholas Hurd
Joanne A. James
Mark W. Jay & Karen Pakula
Loftus & Charbra Jestin
Coralee Jones
Brooks & Carol Lee† Joslin
John Karrer
Kristina Keegan

Richard & Donna Kehoe
Bill & Betty Keister
Jack Kennedy 
Ann & Pat Kenny
Madeleine B. Kenny
Judith & Richard Keppelman
Julia Kilelee
Joel M. & Naomi Baline Kleinman
R. Frederic & Sarah B. Knauft
Zachary Konopaske
Dr. & Mrs. Bernard Kosto
Mary Ellen Kowalewski
Edward Krzanowski
Jennifer Lambert
Alison Lane-Reticker
Alice Lee
Sandra A. Lee
Francine & Joseph G. Linonis, Jr.
Karlyn & Robert Lowe
Mary Lydecker
William A. MacDonnell, DDS
Maria Manning
Leta Marks
Tom & Gwen Marrion
David Marzilli
Debbie & Tim Matson
Ernest Mattei
Ed & Joanne McAdams
Johanna McCleaf
Joan McCormick
S. Howard McKinley
Patrick McMahon
Harry E. Meyer
Leo & Carrie Michalski
Lauri & David R. Miller
Gary Millin
Weston Moir
Stephanie Mokrycki
Raymond Montminy
Katherine Moore
Jasper W. Morgan, Jr.
Bob & Donna Munroe
Marc & Jean Nemeth
Don Noel
John J. O’Boyle
Jim & Julia O’Brien
Richard O’Brien
Mrs. Henry A. O’Neal
Wendy Oporto
Diana Orellana
Rocco & Joanne Orlando
Rita Ortiz
Jim Palmieri & Laurie Podolak
Timothy Papp

 

Legacy Society
Including Riverfront Recapture 
in your estate plans helps ensure 
that our parks remain vibrant and 
welcoming for generations to come. 
Your foresight today sustains future 
opportunities to explore, learn, and 
enjoy the river.

We are thankful to the individuals 
who have chosen to leave a legacy 
that supports our mission to connect 
people to with the Connecticut River.

Deborah Baker
David Barrett
Mr.† & Mrs. Maurice Belanger
Harold Blinderman & Wanda 		
   Schulman
G. Peter Bloom
Chris & Kim Byrd
Kathleen Cassidy
Susan & Brian Clemow
Marie P. Coburn†
Alison Coolbrith† & Barry Lastra
Mary Lou & Jim Dahmer
Lynn H. Ferrari & Virginia Seeley
Patricia Foley†
Margaret Olmsted Ford Twombly†
Susan & Joel Freedman
Marion† & Ellsworth† Grant
Astrid Hanzalek†
Albert Ilg
Mary E. Kelly†
David Klein
Mimi† & Brendan Lynch
Harriett S. MacGuiness†
Joe Marfuggi†
Carle & Larry Mowell
Edith† & John† Davis Murphy
Mike Puckly
John H. Riege†
Sali Riege†
Chrissie & Ezra Ripple
David R. Robb
Stephen G. Schoen
Lynn Traiger†
Donald K. Wilson†
Robert Yohe, Jr.
Michael Zaleski

If you would like to learn more 
about legacy giving, please 
contact Deborah Baker, director of 
development, at 860-713-3131 x326 
or dbaker@riverfront.org.  
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Above, from top left: Rowing Points Trophy Winners at RowFest; Northeast Revitalization Area chair Helen Nixon at 
The Big Mo’; flooding at Mortensen Riverfront Plaza; Riverfront Recapture President & CEO Michael Zaleski with iQuilt 
Executive Director Jackie Mandyck, Deb Borrero of CREC, Hartford BID Executive Director Jordan Polon, David Robinson 
of The Hartford and iQuilt Program Manager Amir Johnson at MetroHartford Alliance breakfast; annual dock removal; 
views of our parks from the Charter Oak Bridge
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Rene Parrinello
Susan Pearson
Kyle Pelton
Jennifer & Willliam Pennoyer
Cathy & Sean Peoples
Jay Perreault
Don & Pam Peterson
Kathryn Pietrowiak
Raphael Podolsky
Rennie & David Polk
Matthew Poltorak
David & Patricia Porteous
Matt & Kristen Poulin
Bruce Putterman
Jeanne Radcliff
Dr. & Mrs. Sedrick J. Rawlins
Ben Reder & 
   Sarah MeInitsky Reder
Mim & Gary Reynolds
Martey Rhine
Monica Rich
Mr. & Mrs. John Rixon
Nancy & Stephen Roberts
Thomas G. Ronalter
Bernard H. Rosen†
Julia Rosenblum & Leonard Felson
Ann & Jim Rotondo
Barbara Rubin
Mary P. Russell
Margot Ryan
Anthony Salerno
Cassandra Sanchez
Toby Scheel
Arnold & Paula Seapan
Namita Shah
Gail Phyllis Shay
Pat & Jane Sheehan
Meher Shulman
James Sicilian
Robert H. & Sharon W. Smith
Mrs. William Smyers
Eric & Cynthia Sondergeld
Peter Spangenberg
Barbara Starks
Hannah Butler Steel
Deborah & Jeffrey Stein
Anne Stephan
Jennie Sternhagen
Jessie G. Stratton
Tim & Gerri Sullivan
Charles A. Surko
Panutda Suwannononda
Mary & Bill Talbot
Hua Tan
Liz & Mark Teare

Beverly W. Thomas
Roberto Tollis & Peter Chester
Pedro Torres, Jr.
Sarah H. Townswick
Lillian Mae Turgeon
Ann & Dean Uphoff
Janet & Ralph Veenema
Lisa & Richard Vitarelli
Andrew Vogel
Joseph Vogel
Richard Voigt & 
   Annemarie Riemer
Robert P. Volpe
Loretta Waldman
Janice Wendry
Karl G. Weslowicz
Sarah Willen & Sebastian 		
   Wogenstein
Edwin P. Williams
Ronald Williams
Kathy & Steve Wilson
Ann Vibert Wuelfing
Terry C. Yorker
Gloria Zaleski
Rebecca Zappone
Mary Zeman
Dr. Lawrence Zemel

$50-$99
Anonymous (3)
Laurie Bacha
Joe Barber
Thomas A. Barker, Jr.
Marshall & Karen Berger
Scott M. Blum
Patti Broad
Daniel & Nannie Brown
Patti Bushey
Julio Concepción
G.D. Cropper
Jeffrey Doolittle
Eileen Driscoll
Diane & Paul Duva
Charles Epstein
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Falcone
Daniel & Joan Fine
Tim Fitzgerald
Debra & Ed Forand
Margreet & Alan Francis
Sara Frey & Alan Blasenstein
Mark B. Gerity
Terri Granger
Alex Graver
David Guida
Daniel Haim
Elizabeth Harlow
Pamela Harrison

Marfuggi 
Parks Fund
Established in 2011 to honor then-
President & CEO Joe Marfuggi, 
the Marfuggi Parks Fund provides 
long-term support for essential 
repairs and improvements across 
the Riverfront park system. The fund 
grows through contributions and 
earnings, with periodic expenditures 
approved by Riverfront’s Board of 
Directors.
We’re thankful to the donors who 
contribute to this fund—whether 
annually or occasionally—and we 
thank the following contributors for 
their support in 2024:  

Deborah Baker
Jim & Beverly Boyle
Mary Lou & Jim Dahmer
Sally Dengenis
Dr. Bob & Debbie Dodenhoff
Paul Eddy & Elizabeth Normen
Garrett Eucalitto
Kristin Beth Ferris
Sara Frey & Alan Blasenstein
Burton & Phyllis Hoffman 
Foundation
George Jeong
Gail & Chris Johnson
Jennifer & Marc Nicol
Deborah & Jeffrey Stein
Jennie Sternhagen
The Vandeventer Foundation
Matt & Lois Weady
Michael & Kerry Zaleski

We’re less than $15,000 from 
reaching our $1.15 million goal for the 
Joe Marfuggi Riverwalk campaign, 
which will fund amenities along the 
new riverwalk. All donations are 
held in the Marfuggi Parks Fund and 
used exclusively for their intended 
purpose.

If you’d like to contribute to this 
fund—or learn more about giving 
to Riverfront Recapture—please 
contact Deborah Baker, Director of 
Development, at 860-713-3131 x326 
or dbaker@riverfront.org.
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The Metropolitan District Commission is an essential partner to Riverfront Recapture. We are truly 
grateful to them for all that they provide, which goes far beyond their ongoing, generous financial 
support. Their work, particularly the Clean Water Project, is pivotal to our work to connect people 
with the Connecticut River, and provide clean, safe parks to all visitors. 

The Clean Water Project reduces pollution in the Connecticut River, which is integral to environmental 
restoration. It tackles issues such as sewage overflow and contamination, revitalizes the natural environment, 
and enhances the usability and appeal of our parks for recreational activities like boating, fishing, and rowing. 
Improvements in water quality directly benefit both residents and visitors who frequent our parks. 

Additionally, the Clean Water Project brings significant economic and community health benefits. Cleaner 
and well-maintained parks are likely to attract more visitors, which we can attest to, and they can also 
boost local businesses and increase tourism, contributing to economic growth. Additionally, the reduction 
in waterborne pollutants decreases health risks associated with contaminated water sources, fostering a 
healthier community environment. 

The Clean Water Project also supports wildlife and biodiversity, maintaining the ecological health and natural 
beauty of our riverfront parks, thereby enhancing the overall quality of life in the city. All of this aligns with 
the work we do to maintain, manage, and operate four - soon to be five - riverfront parks, and we are so 
grateful to the MDC for their work and continued partnership. 

The MDCThe MDC
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Matthew Hart
Susan & Ross Hatch
Ian & Traci Hazelton
Derek Howell
Herbert G. Isaacson
Jason Jaffe
George Jeong
Renee Jones
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Kapushinski
Susan & Daniel Keating
Irmgard D. Klee
David Koskoff
Antoni Kozieradzki
Kathleen Kraczkowsky
Richard & Deborah Kreitner
Eric Kriebel
David & Ruth Krugman
Nancy & Jerry Lahman
Kyle Larned
Yuehlin Lee
Janice Levy
Rebecca Likar
Kristine Lisella
Jane Macy-Painter
Sarah Martz
Paige McCullough
Adrienne Miceli
Ann Milner
Matt & Jessica Mocarsky
Casey Moran
Nancy & Rich Murphy
Stephen Muzrall
Chun Mei Nickles
Nicole LaFlair Nieves
Alison Flynn O’Keefe
Lee & Dorothy Paquette
Jerrilyn Pease
Dot Pedneault
Laura Pels
Johanna Pfeiffer
Stephen E. Potz
Linda Proctor
Ken & Mary Provencher
Barry Rahmy
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Reardon
Steve & Jane Robinson
Timothy Roller
Rob Ruggiero
Michael & Deborah Sacks
Russ Salk
Andrew Schroder
Patricia Scully
Dr. & Mrs. Leon H. Seitelman
Sudhir & Jyotsna Shah
Carol Sicbaldi
Ken Snyder
Linda & Frank Sousa
Felix Springer
Nancy Stankiewicz & John Morehouse
W. D. Stefanowicz
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George & Gesella Stephan
Sinead Stewart
Marianne Stieglitz
Himali Stoccatore
Marilyn Stockton
Margaret O’Meara Storrs
Folkert Tangerman
Scott Tardif
Hope Vath & George Kirkutis
Mark & Dawn von Mayrhauser
Joan Walden
Richard & Robin Weiss
John & Marylouise Welch
Dr. & Mrs. C. Steven Wolf
Allyson Zoppa & Alison Abrams

Under $50
Michael Albano
Marguerite & Grace Alpert
Anonymous (35)
Mark Anson & Robyne Watkin
Tito & Alma Anunciado
Kathleen Archer
Susan Archer
Jonathan Bailey
Bryan Baker
Margaret Banker
Eric & Meredith Barrows
Jean-Marc Berard
Brittany Bergstrom
Anna Bersin
Grant Betancourt
Melissa Bettigole
Shelby Bonomo
Christine Boudreau
Bernard Brady
Paul Brown
Rachel Brown
Emily Burnett
Shantal Burungi
Tamara Butler
Georgette Cardano
Eric Carlson
Marjorie Carson
Eric Cavoli & Rosalyn 
   Bravo-Cavoli
Jessica Chatfield
Tiffany Christner
Neletta Cochrane
Judy Coe
Irawati Collins
Jenifer Conran
Bridget Cooke
Carolyn Costa
Zoe Cramer
Chloe Cumings
Elizabeth Danilewicz
Mr. & Mrs. Harry H. Davidson

Meg De Prato
Sally Dengenis
Ellen Doane
Mark & Cindy Killian Dodd
Christina Dolan
Elke Dooley
Elizabeth Dupont-Diehl
Ellen Eickenhorst
Taylor Espigh
John & Rachel Ewaski
Faye Ewen
Kaitlyn Ferrara
Matilde Figueroa
Carol Gabrielson Fine
Kevin Flanigan & Susan G. Ellsworth
Kathryn Fogarty
Lauren Frazier
Michael J. Fromerth
Denise & Rick Garrey
Meg Gaughan
Giulia Giovanelli
Jennifer Glick
Marielle Godbolt
Elia Gonzalez
Audrey Jean Gough
Candice Grant
Kimberly Green
Dwight Harmon
Clarissa Heredia
William Hoelzel
Karen Hook
Kara Hughs
Natalie Icart Jarvis
Casey Jackson
Mairead Jacoby
Craig Johnson
Lida A. Kearney
Karen Kellerman
David A. Kelman
Doreen Kindelan
Abby Klimowicz
Valerie & Fredrick Knowles
Valentina Krasniqi
Chris Kriesen
Wendy Kwalwasser
Brian Lalama
Natasha Lardie
Dan & Peggy Lareau
Eileen Leahy
Edna Levy
Sally & Michael Likar
Lawrence Little
Nancy Loiselle
Kristin Longenecker
Claudia Longmore
Kimberly Lopez
Linsy Lopez
Diane & Mark Lucas

Grant Madigan-Kolstad
Dawn Mahoney
Mariusz Maleszewski
Sharon Mangelinkx
Ruth Mantak
Katherine Martin
Franchesca Martinez
Melinda Martinez
Daija Matthews
Brian McCauley
Anna McGinley
Eibhilin McKenna
Kathleen McKenna
Katie & Wyeth McKinney
Gary N. Mead
Sarah Mears
Diana Mendez
T. Mendez
Pamela Mercier
Andrea Miller
Daniel T. Miller
Caitlin Claflin Mongillo
The Montross Family
Frederick Morley
Anne Mormina
James E. Morse
Elizabeth Motes
Carol Murphy
Robert A. Murphy
Jodie Nazarchyk
Jacqueline Negron
Michael Nguyen
S. P. Nolan
Claude-Evelyne Odiaka
Anne Oeldorf-Hirsch
James Olcott
Sarah-Jean Oliver
Patricia & Tayo Omari
Tom Owen
Lily Owens
Jessica Parillo
Janet Penney
Kasey & Lauren Phelps
Mathew Pilat
James E. Platts
Nicole Potocki
Adam Prizio
Melissa Quiros
Tatiana Mena Ramos
Jack & Debbie Reid
Karin & Gregory Reinhardt
JR Riddick
Susan Ring
Jenifer Rizza
Robert & Gail Rosenberg
Marilyn Rossetti & Greg Rose
Lawrence Samplatsky
Kenneth Sek

p. 21 evening skyline, Charter Oak Landing to Mortensen Riverfront Plaza; p. 22, top to bottom: Run for the Riverfront 5k; 
competition at the Riverfront Dragonboat & Asian Festival; Riverfront Food Truck Festival
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Jennifer Sharp
Jennifer Siegel
Fabiana Silva
Jeffrey Sowa
Mel & Elyse Spielberg
Debra St. Germain
Emily St. Laurent
Laurie St. Laurent
Cheryl J. Stabnick
Linda Steinmiller
Aidan Stewart
Fiona Stewart
Sean Stewart
Siobhan Stewart
Alena Stifel
Siddarth Surresh
Anna & Alan Symington
Betty Szubinski
Pamela M. Taylor
Paulina Topczewska
Monica Torpey
Lee Allan Tryon
John F.K. Tyner
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald W. Vernier
Elaine & Calvin Vinick
Michael & Janice Walsh
Charlie & Noreen Watson
Jue Wei
Jaime Welsh
Sarah Willhoft
Candace Young
Edward Ziemba
Brie Zimmermann

Recognition Gifts
We appreciate the many people 
who chose to honor or remember 
their loved ones with a contribution 
to Riverfront. While both tributees 
and donors have been recognized 
in our Riverfront Recap newsletters, 
we share those for whom tribute 
was given:

In Honor of
Chris 86go 2025
All of our dedicated rowing coaches
Deborah Baker
Evan Buhler
Susan & Brian Clemow
HWL
Jenn Lambert
Carle & Larry Mowell
Jonathan Near & Evan Buhler

In Memory of
Richard Broad
Sherry Brown-Marfuggi
Jacob Matthew Carnelli
Marie Coburn
Michael Dengenis
Dock
Margie MacDonnell
John Magel
Joe Marfuggi & Sherry 
   Brown-Marfuggi
Bob Montstream
Tom Mullaney
Bernice Van Overstraeten Miller
Paul Pearson
Gerry Pedneault
Bonnie Potz
Helen & Robert Roth

Rowing Stewards Fund
Susan M. Adams & John Czepiel
Bank of America
Ralph Blanchard
David Crockett
Kevin Crosby
Dr. Bob & Debbie Dodenhoff
Larry & Jean Haberman
Michael & Dianne Harnad
Susan Hays
Susan Hoffnagle
Jennifer Lambert
Michelle Personick
RTX
Anthony Salerno
L. Everett Seyler, Jr., M.D.
Janet & Ralph Veenema
Beth E. Weber
Brian Wendry
Gail & Robert West
Joe & Susan Wilson

p. 24, from top left: Intro to Indoor 
Rowing class; January sunrise at 
Charter Oak Landing; playing in the 
rain at Hartbeat Music Festival; Head 
of the Riverfront; Hartford HealthCare 
employees planting trees in Riverside 
Park; cyclists in Great River Park

p. 25: Lunchtime at the Riverfront Food 
Truck Festival

p. 26, top to bottom: Canada geese 
in Charter Oak Landing; flooding 
in Riverside Park; comet trails over 
Mortensen Riverfront Plaza

p. 27: Head of the Riverfront spectators

back cover: Riverfront Food Truck 
Festival 
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Assets
Cash and Investments-Unrestricted	 $795,146
Cash and Investments-Restricted	 $2,202,959
Endowment Investments		  $3,091,263
Receivables				    $353,920 
Land and Equipment			   $2,013,673
Prepaid Expenses			   $57,858
TOTAL ASSETS				   $8,514,819

Liabilities & Net Assets
Payables and Accrued Liabilities	 $146,635
Refundable Advances			   $95,505
Net Assets Without Restrictions	 $3,375,253
Net Assets With Restrictions		  $4,897,426
TOTAL LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS	 $8,514,819			 
					   

Revenue						    
Grants and Contributions		  $3,112,365
Program Fees & other Earned Income	 $722,985
TOTAL REVENUE			   $3,835,350			 
					   

Expenses					   
Program Services			   $3,668,659
General Administration			  $137,951
Fundraising				    $284,833
TOTAL EXPENSES			   $4,091,443			 
					   

Investment Return		  $470,611	
									       

Total Net Assets						    
Beginning of Year			   $8,058,161
End of Year				    $8,272,679			 
		

Summary
of Finances

This summary is derived from the audited financial statements 
for the year ended December 31, 2024. A copy of the complete 
statement is available at riverfront.org/financials. 
Our auditor is CliftonLarsonAllen LLP.



riverfront.org

Staff

Management Partners

Michael Zaleski 
President & CEO 

Robert C. Allan
Director of Public Safety & Park 
Operations

Deborah Baker 
Director of Development

Evan Buhler
Assistant Director of Rowing 
Programs

Rodney Bynoe 
Assistant Director of 
Ranger Services

Tara Cantor 
Director of Communications
& Marketing

Bridget Cooke
Director of Events

Martha Conneely 
Park Development Manager

Diane Forstberg
Finance Assistant

Jordan Giroux
Park Operations Supervisor

Peter Morse 
Director of Finance

Jonathan Near 
Director of Rowing Programs

Marc A. Nicol 
Director of Park Planning & 
Development

Marilyn Rodriguez
Dragon Boat Program Manager

Brendan Shortt 
Park Planning Associate

Roger-Paul Snell
Development Associate

Dixon Vega
Ranger Program Supervisor
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